
Town of Vernon  
Hockanum River Linear Park Trail - North 

Parking Locations 
100 Windsorville Road (Rt. 74) 

 Vernon Water Treatment Plant entrance (Northern trail entrance). Park by kiosk. 
775 Dart Hill Road 

Opposite Worcester Road (Southern trail entrance). 
NOTE  

Limited parking at Sherwood Arms (Rt.83). Best access listed above. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Miles Description North to South – Follow Orange blazes. 
• Starting at 100 Windsorville Road, Route 74, Water Treatment Plant 
• Trail can be hiked in reverse - South to North starting at 775 Dart Hill Road. 

0.0 Start in Vernon Water Treatment Plant parking lot by the kiosk.  
Head south toward marsh. Turn right. Cross bridge.  

• Canoe/kayak launch is on right just before crossing bridge.   
0.1 Walk through open field passing Water Treatment Plant on left and views 

of marsh on right. Pass 2 wooden benches on right. Look for orange 
blazed tree just before reaching the end of the field. At the orange blazed 
tree proceed to right down a set of stairs. 

0.3 Enter Vernon Gardens Apartments property. 
• In wet weather follow paved road to the other side of pool, then return to trail. 

0.5 Cross wooden bridge over a narrow stream. Enter Woodmere Place. 
0.7 Pass behind the Woodmere Place residential units. 
0.8 Enter Countrywood Estates Apartments passing tennis courts and pool. 
1.1 Side trail on left provides emergency vehicle access (behind Sherwood Arms).  
1.1+ Cross bridge over stream. Trail curves to right. 
1.2 Arrive at a hilltop entering the southern end of Dart Hill North Park. 

• Alternate trail on left leads to the Dart Hill Road parking lot 775 Dart Hill Road. 
• When hiking in reverse, alternate trail is on right immediately leaving parking lot. 

1.5 Trail ends at the picnic and parking area on 775 Dart Hill Road. 
Reverse for 3-mile roundtrip mileage. 

Dart Hill South Park at 680 Dart Hill Road can be reached by leaving the 
parking lot – turning right - walking 0.3 miles west along Dart Hill Road. 

 
 
 
 
 

Trail Length 
1.5 miles 

Trail Habitat 
Forest - Riverside - Marsh 

Trail Surface & Conditions 
Uneven hiking trail through woods and along riverbank. 

Lots of tree roots. 
Trail is wet at certain times of year – 

especially in the Spring and after heavy rainfall. 
Report Trail Problems or Vandalism 

parksandrec@vernon-ct.gov 
Trail Map provided by: 

www.vernongreenways.org 
 

 
 
 

David Smith Suspension Bridge 
• Start at parking lot at 100 Windsorville Road (Rt.74), Water Treatment Plant. 
• Head north crossing Rt.74 in crosswalk.  
• Climb steps to suspension bridge and cross over the Hockanum River. 
• Continuing straight leads to Windermere Trail in Ellington:  

https://parkrec.ellington-ct.gov/facilities-parks/hiking-trails-information 
 

mailto:parksandrec@vernon-ct.gov
http://www.vernongreenways.org/
https://parkrec.ellington-ct.gov/facilities-parks/hiking-trails-information


 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Hockanum River Linear Park Trails 
North and South 

 
For more detailed description of the  

southern section of the trail, refer to the map for 
Hockanum River Linear Park Trail South. 

 

The Hockanum River Watershed Association is working 
to create a continuous river walk along the Hockanum River 

in Ellington, Vernon, Manchester and East Hartford. 
Learn more at: 

www.hockanumriverwa.org 
 

 

Parking Locations in Vernon for southern section: 
680 Dart Hill Road 

33 Pleasantview Drive 
 

Trail continues north into Ellington on the 
Windermere Trail. 

https://parkrec.ellington-ct.gov/facilities-
parks/hiking-trails-information 

 

http://www.hockanumriverwa.org/
https://parkrec.ellington-ct.gov/facilities-parks/hiking-trails-information
https://parkrec.ellington-ct.gov/facilities-parks/hiking-trails-information

